


SMILE ON 65+’s mission is to improve 

the overall well-being of older adults 

in Tennessee by removing barriers to 

oral health care through awareness, 

affordability, and accessibility.

SMILE ON 65+’s vision is that 

Tennessee’s older adults have the 

opportunity to unlock a vibrant life 

through a healthy smile. 



This Photo by Unknown author is licensed 
under CC BY-ND.

Poor Oral Health Can Contribute to:

❖ Cardiovascular Disease: increased risk for heart attack 
or stroke

❖ Respiratory Issues: increased risk for pneumonia

❖ Malnutrition: inability to chew limits the foods you can 
eat

❖ Infections: bacteria in the bloodstream can increase risk 
of infections 

http://okc-craigslist.blogspot.com/2015/12/8-ugly-craigslist-christmas-sweaters.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


❖ 1 in 5 older adults have untreated tooth decay

❖ 68% of older adults have gum disease

❖ 1 in 5 older adults have lost all their teeth

❖ 47 % of Medicare beneficiaries don’t have any form of dental coverage

❖ Among Medicare beneficiaries who used dental services, the avg. out-of-pocket cost 
for dental care was $874

❖ Every year, more than 2 million people visit the emergency room due to oral health 
complications.

:

https://www.cdc.gov/oralhealth/basics/adult-oral-health/adult_older.htm

https://www.kff.org/medicare/issue-brief/medicare-and-dental-coverage-a-closer-look/





 65+ years of age

Household income at or below 

200% current Federal Poverty Level

Tennessee Resident

Dentally uninsured or limitedly 

insured 



Emergency

Preventive

Restorative

Diagnostic

Oral Surgery 

Periodontal

Crowns

Removable Prosthodontics

Root Canals



▪ $25 facility fee per visit 
Can be waived or 
adjusted at the 
discretion of the clinic

▪ Patients are expected to 
contribute a maximum 
of $100 for removable 
prosthetic fabrication, 
which includes all steps 
needed in that process. 

▪ Fee scale for non-
covered services



Vouchers

List of resources

Refer to CDHC
 - Assessment for suitability



❖Do you feel any pain in your mouth and/or teeth?

❖Are you limited in what you can eat? (Such as soft foods only)

❖Do you feel that the appearance of your mouth and teeth 
affects your quality of life?



❖ Medicare Advantage Plans often 
include Dental Benefits

❖ Adult Tenncare benefit for Dual-
Eligibles

❖ Safety Net/Charitable Care 
Clinics

 https://www.tnoralhealth.org/safety-net-directory-2 

❖ SMILE ON 65+ 



June Hembree came to us after not seeing a dentist for 15 years due to cost and no 

dental insurance. When she came, she wanted only one tooth pulled because she 

knew she could not afford dentures or partials. She eventually received a complete 

lower denture, and an upper partial as a result of the Smile On program. 





Hotline: 1-800-509-6055

Web: smileon65plus.com

This project is funded under a Grant Contract with the State of Tennessee.  
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