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Respiratory  
Illness
Update
 



COVID-19 Trends in TN & US

• Tennessee 

– New cases increased
(total ~ 5256/week)

– Hospitalizations increased
(180 – hospitalized)

– Deaths stable
(total  5/week)

• U.S.A.

– Emergency department visits increased

– Hospitalizations increased

– Deaths increased



Syndromic Surveillance 



COVID Cluster in High-Risk Settings
High-risk settings include long-term care facilities, correctional facilities, shelters, 
and other congregate settings

96
Total Active 

Clusters

Active Clusters by County



Bottom Line

• Respiratory Illness Activity in Tennessee is minimal

Respiratory Virus Activity Levels (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data-research/dashboard/activity-levels.html


Additional Resources

• Protect yourself from COVID-19, Flu, and RSV (cdc.gov)

• Respiratory Illnesses Data Channel(cdc.gov)

• Infection Control: Severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 
2 (SARS-CoV-2) | CDC

• Interim Guidance for Managing Healthcare personnel with SARS-
CoV-2 Infection or Exposure to SARS-CoV-2

https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data-research/dashboard/snapshot.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/covid/hcp/infection-control/guidance-risk-assesment-hcp.html?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-risk-assesment-hcp.html
https://www.cdc.gov/covid/hcp/infection-control/guidance-risk-assesment-hcp.html?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-risk-assesment-hcp.html


Vicky Lindsey, AAS, RN, CIC| Tennessee Department of Health | Communicable and Environmental 
Diseases and Emergency Preparedness



• Beginning on November 1, 2024, the Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services (CMS) will require all facility types 
listed below:

– Acute Care Hospitals
– Long-term Acute Care Hospitals
– Critical Access Hospitals
– Freestanding Rehabilitation Facilities
– Freestanding Psychiatric Facilities
– CMS-Certified Rehabilitation units (IRU within a 

hospital) 
– CMS-Certified Psychiatric units (IPU within a hospital)
– Children’s Hospitals
– Cancer Hospitals (PPS Exempt Cancer Hospitals)
– Indian Health Services Hospitals (also Tribal Hospitals if 

they are Medicare participating)



• These facilities will be required to electronically 
report via NHSN about:
– COVID-19, influenza, and RSV including 
– confirmed infections of respiratory illnesses among 

hospitalized patients
– Bed census & capacity (overall & by hospital setting 

/population group) 
– Limited patient demographic information (including age)



• This reporting will have a new standardized format 
and frequency to provide situational awareness of the 
impact of these respiratory diseases.

 (FY 2025 Hospital Inpatient Prospective Payment 
System (IPPS) and Long-Term Care Hospital Prospective 
Payment System (LTCH PPS) Final Rule, pgs. 2462-2490.) 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h8ecfc549,1ca87281,1ca880fd&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yMTM0LURNMTMzNDkyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9TmV3JTIwQ01TJTIwUmVxdWlyZW1lbnRzJTIwZm9yJTIwUmVwb3J0aW5nJTIwb2YlMjBIb3NwaXRhbCUyMFJlc3BpcmF0b3J5JTIwRGF0YSUyMHRvJTIwTkhTTiUyMA&s=gSiJ4sLsNtDq6xz-mjsCwkVDZj_t4qGUyF0TqlUvPJM__;!!PRtDf9A!v5OZfAmMe67oL8kgXf9OsEIKlgJBpFZChcGEQsJJHJyXEKCuMqCiwaNnkmeuGGu3kG41VyQwfO88Au8J_5uYWwiAzZv57yI2$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h8ecfc549,1ca87281,1ca880fd&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yMTM0LURNMTMzNDkyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9TmV3JTIwQ01TJTIwUmVxdWlyZW1lbnRzJTIwZm9yJTIwUmVwb3J0aW5nJTIwb2YlMjBIb3NwaXRhbCUyMFJlc3BpcmF0b3J5JTIwRGF0YSUyMHRvJTIwTkhTTiUyMA&s=gSiJ4sLsNtDq6xz-mjsCwkVDZj_t4qGUyF0TqlUvPJM__;!!PRtDf9A!v5OZfAmMe67oL8kgXf9OsEIKlgJBpFZChcGEQsJJHJyXEKCuMqCiwaNnkmeuGGu3kG41VyQwfO88Au8J_5uYWwiAzZv57yI2$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h8ecfc549,1ca87281,1ca880fd&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yMTM0LURNMTMzNDkyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9TmV3JTIwQ01TJTIwUmVxdWlyZW1lbnRzJTIwZm9yJTIwUmVwb3J0aW5nJTIwb2YlMjBIb3NwaXRhbCUyMFJlc3BpcmF0b3J5JTIwRGF0YSUyMHRvJTIwTkhTTiUyMA&s=gSiJ4sLsNtDq6xz-mjsCwkVDZj_t4qGUyF0TqlUvPJM__;!!PRtDf9A!v5OZfAmMe67oL8kgXf9OsEIKlgJBpFZChcGEQsJJHJyXEKCuMqCiwaNnkmeuGGu3kG41VyQwfO88Au8J_5uYWwiAzZv57yI2$


• Hospital Respiratory Data reporting will replace what 
we knew as “Hospital COVID-19 Data”

– Capacity and Occupancy
– Hospitalized patients with lab-confirmed COVID-19, 

Influenza, and RSV
– New Admissions of patients with lab-confirmed 

COVID-19, Influenza, and RSV.
– Hospital personal protective equipment (PPE) and 

supply information



• NHSN will provide webinars and Q&A options in the 
coming weeks. In the meantime, important highlights 
include: 
– Before October 1

• Reporting to the NHSN application will continue 
without changes

– Starting October 1
• Changes to the NHSN application user interface, data 

elements and template for reporting, and reporting 
guidance/instructions to meet the new CMS 
requirement.  



• This will be no impact or changes to reporting for the 
LTCF, Dialysis, and Healthcare Personnel Vaccination 
COVID-19 modules in NHSN.

• State and jurisdictional partners may have reporting 
requirements related to or independent of the federal 
reporting requirements. 

• Facilities are encouraged to work with relevant state, 
local, tribal, and territorial (STLT) partners to ensure 
complete reporting.



• As a follow up to the new CMS Requirements for 
Reporting of Hospital Respiratory Data to NHSN 
communication sent on Friday, August 2, 2024 webinar 
training dates and registration links are now available: 

• Reporting of Hospital Respiratory Data to NHSN 
(Replay of 8/14 session) 
– Tuesday, August 20, 2024 from 3-3:45pm ET 

 Register here: 
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_ujYkrZp
ERsiSeGbB7r9zmQ 
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_ujYkrZpERsiSeGbB7r9zmQ__;!!PRtDf9A!pL60u2imCoWBkLKp5L2OG5iP9S9gwm6b1xBOw77vF5BJy4ukhUmUxb4qAmHYu-QekUb6Zt0vqj9614biZHkvngBafXEUEDaH$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_ujYkrZpERsiSeGbB7r9zmQ__;!!PRtDf9A!pL60u2imCoWBkLKp5L2OG5iP9S9gwm6b1xBOw77vF5BJy4ukhUmUxb4qAmHYu-QekUb6Zt0vqj9614biZHkvngBafXEUEDaH$


• Reporting will take place in the NHSN application

• All reporting modalities (webform, CSV upload, and 
API) will continue to be available

• Process for reporting will remain the same 
– Hospitals will still be able to report individually

– Hospital systems will still be able to report centrally at an 
enterprise level

– Jurisdictions will still be able to report on behalf of our 
hospitals

• We will continue offering reporting through HRTS here in 
Tennessee. 

– Third Party vendors will still be able to report on behalf of 
hospitals and/or jurisdictions 

19



• New Data Elements

• Refinement of definitions for existing data elements

• New CSV upload templates

• New protocol (guidance document), Tables of 
Instructions (list of data elements and descriptions), 
new website (coming soon)

• Reporting cadence
– Once per week required reporting

– Options to report daily or weekly data to meet requirements

20



• Data Elements
– 58 total data elements available for reporting, 48 of which are 

required and 10 are optional

– Combination of previously used data elements and new data 
elements

– New CSV templates

– Exact definitions forthcoming

• Reporting Cadence
– Required reporting cadence will remain a weekly 

requirement (due by Tuesdays for the previous week Sunday 
–Saturday)

21



• Tennessee Healthcare Coalitions

22

https://www.tn.gov/health/cedep/cedep-emergency-preparedness/surge-management/healthcare-coalitions.html


Northeast Tennessee Healthcare 

Preparedness Coalition

Regional Healthcare Coordinators

Keisha Fletcher 

Phone: (423) 279-2691

Email: KFletcher@sullivanhealth.org

Tony Wright

Phone: (423) 979-4633

Email: Anthony.Wright@tn.gov

Vulnerable Populations Coordinator

Sevanna Mahaffey 

Phone: (423) 302-7123

Email: Sevanna.Mahaffey@tn.gov

Knox/East Tennessee Healthcare Coalition

Regional Healthcare Coordinators

John Brinkley 

Phone: (865) 215-5456

Email: John.Brinkley@knoxcounty.org

Wanda Roberts

Phone: (865) 549-5294

Email: ETRHC@tn.gov

Vulnerable Populations Coordinator

Brenan Mitchell 

Phone: (865) 850-2884

Email: Brenan.Mitchell@tn.gov

Southeast Regional Healthcare Coalition

Regional Healthcare Coordinators

Jenny Wolverton

Phone: (423) 364-0066

Email: VirginiaW@hamiltontn.gov

Ken Tartar

Phone: (423) 634-1957

Email: Kenneth.T.Tartar@tn.gov

Vulnerable Populations Coordinator

Erik Mullins 

Phone: (423) 582-2329

Email: Erik.J.Mullins@tn.gov

Upper Cumberland Healthcare Coalition

Regional Healthcare Coordinator

Michael Cooper

Phone: (423) 718-8682

Email: Michael.Cooper@tn.gov

Vulnerable Populations Coordinator

Kate Liepins 

Phone: (931) 212-9079

Email: Kate.Liepins@tn.gov

Tennessee Highland Rim Healthcare 

Coalition

Regional Healthcare Coordinators

Mac McCormick

Phone: (615) 767-7597

Email: Mac.McCormick@nashville.gov

Jana Tolleson

Phone: (615) 210-2739

Email: Jana.Tolleson@tn.gov

Vulnerable Populations Coordinator

Marcy Downey 

Phone: (615) 906-2056

Email: Marcy.Downey@tn.gov

South Central Region Healthcare 

Coalition

Regional Healthcare Coordinator

Candace Wilkes

Phone: (931) 490-8369

Email: Candace.Wilkes@tn.gov

Vulnerable Populations Coordinator

Christina Gerstein 

Phone: (615) 428-2797

Email: Christina.Gerstein@tn.gov

The WATCH Coalition 

(West Area Tennessee Healthcare 

Coalition) Regional Healthcare 

Coordinators

Keith Middleton

Phone: (731) 437-3077

Email: KMiddleton@madisoncountytn.gov

Michael Smith

Phone: (731) 437-0805

Email: Michael.D.Smith@tn.gov

Vulnerable Populations Coordinator

Ginger Rodgers

Phone: (731) 693-4150

Email: Ginger.Rodgers@tn.gov

Mid-South Emergency Planning Coalition

Regional Healthcare Coordinator

Heather Fortner

Phone: (865) 679-4608

Email: HFortner@midsouthepc.org

Vulnerable Populations Coordinator

Sandiyan AL Hayali 

Phone: (615) 961-2243

Email: SALHayali@midsouthepc.org

State Healthcare Preparedness 
Coordinator
Diane Dubinski
Phone: (615) 485-3399
Email: Diane.Dubinski@tn.gov

Deputy Healthcare Preparedness 
Coordinator
Tabitha Hobson
Phone: (615) 934-4205
Email: Tabitha.N.Hobson@tn.gov

https://nethealthcoalition.org/
https://nethealthcoalition.org/
mailto:KFletcher@sullivanhealth.org
mailto:Anthony.Wright@tn.gov
mailto:Sevanna.Mahaffey@tn.gov
https://www.ketcoalition.org/
mailto:John.Brinkley@knoxcounty.org
mailto:ETRHC@tn.gov
mailto:Brenan.Mitchell@tn.gov
https://www.serhc.org/
mailto:VirginiaW@hamiltontn.gov
mailto:Kenneth.T.Tartar@tn.gov
mailto:Erik.J.Mullins@tn.gov
https://www.uchcoalition.org/
mailto:Michael.Cooper@tn.gov
mailto:Kate.Liepins@tn.gov
https://www.tnhrhcc.org/
https://www.tnhrhcc.org/
mailto:Mac.McCormick@nashville.gov
mailto:Jana.Tolleson@tn.gov
mailto:Marcy.Downey@tn.gov
https://www.scrhccoalition.org/
https://www.scrhccoalition.org/
mailto:Candace.Wilkes@tn.gov
mailto:Christina.Gerstein@tn.gov
https://www.watchcoalition.org/
https://www.watchcoalition.org/
mailto:kmiddleton@madisoncountytn.gov
mailto:Michael.D.Smith@tn.gov
mailto:Ginger.Rodgers@tn.gov
https://midsouthepc.org/
mailto:hfortner@midsouthepc.org
mailto:salhayali@midsouthepc.org
mailto:Diane.Dubinski@tn.gov
mailto:Tabitha.Hobson@tn.gov


• We are excited to announce that new Rebaseline materials 
are now available on the NHSN 2022 HAI Rebaseline 
website: 
(https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/2022rebaseline/index.html)!

• What’s New?

– Education and Analysis Resources Pages: Find 
existing and new educational materials and analysis 
tools in one place. See more details below.

– Updated webpage layout: Navigate through a 
refreshed and user-friendly home page.

– Newsletter Articles and Archived Communications: 
Access previous communications easily. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h8e2c5f37,1c5ab751,1c88c5ce&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yMTM0LURNMTMxNDAwJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9QW5ub3VuY2luZyUyME5ldyUyMDIwMjIlMjBIQUklMjBSZWJhc2VsaW5lJTIwTWF0ZXJpYWxzJTIwYW5kJTIwVXBkYXRlZCUyME5IU04lMjBSZWJhc2VsaW5lJTIwV2Vic2l0ZSE&s=gtBRDTcGs-CHbjYUMhOEUHF2GlvwLKmuER4pFZVvDsc__;!!PRtDf9A!rR5GFQuI1ntxmDVmaXq5JPyBSxkDrCwkxC2iAF6gvUyaYRJ6XSGyGTr-IYVQX69Yiuc4AzCxF8Ao21ff6dVpY_lIOdswBO9K$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h8e2c5f37,1c5ab751,1c88c5ce&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yMTM0LURNMTMxNDAwJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9QW5ub3VuY2luZyUyME5ldyUyMDIwMjIlMjBIQUklMjBSZWJhc2VsaW5lJTIwTWF0ZXJpYWxzJTIwYW5kJTIwVXBkYXRlZCUyME5IU04lMjBSZWJhc2VsaW5lJTIwV2Vic2l0ZSE&s=gtBRDTcGs-CHbjYUMhOEUHF2GlvwLKmuER4pFZVvDsc__;!!PRtDf9A!rR5GFQuI1ntxmDVmaXq5JPyBSxkDrCwkxC2iAF6gvUyaYRJ6XSGyGTr-IYVQX69Yiuc4AzCxF8Ao21ff6dVpY_lIOdswBO9K$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/nhsn/2022rebaseline/index.html)!__;!!PRtDf9A!rR5GFQuI1ntxmDVmaXq5JPyBSxkDrCwkxC2iAF6gvUyaYRJ6XSGyGTr-IYVQX69Yiuc4AzCxF8Ao21ff6dVpY_lIOZ7tov8p$


• To view available educational materials, navigate to the Education & 
Analysis Resources webpage and select the "Education & Training" 
tab.

• New! Quick Learn: An Introduction to Updating the National 
Baseline – A short (8 minutes) recorded presentation which 
introduces the concept of the 2022 HAI Rebaseline and explains how it 
will impact facilities.

• New! Fact Sheet: What is the 2022 HAI Rebaseline and Why is it 
Important? - A concise, user-friendly document that provides key 
information and essential details about the 2022 HAI Rebaseline.

• Presentation: Prep Like a Pro: What to Expect from the 2022 HAI 
Rebaseline - A full length presentation from NHSN’s 2024 Annual 
Training that introduces the SIR, the Rebaseline, what to expect in the 
NHSN application, and how to prepare for the new baseline.

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h8e2c5f37,1c5ab751,1c88c5cf&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yMTM0LURNMTMxNDAwJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9QW5ub3VuY2luZyUyME5ldyUyMDIwMjIlMjBIQUklMjBSZWJhc2VsaW5lJTIwTWF0ZXJpYWxzJTIwYW5kJTIwVXBkYXRlZCUyME5IU04lMjBSZWJhc2VsaW5lJTIwV2Vic2l0ZSE&s=cc-yMLTrBwtBMljFhxMdXvAZJR4aPg9dOCbUwSl7W6U__;!!PRtDf9A!rR5GFQuI1ntxmDVmaXq5JPyBSxkDrCwkxC2iAF6gvUyaYRJ6XSGyGTr-IYVQX69Yiuc4AzCxF8Ao21ff6dVpY_lIORShv34K$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h8e2c5f37,1c5ab751,1c88c5cf&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yMTM0LURNMTMxNDAwJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9QW5ub3VuY2luZyUyME5ldyUyMDIwMjIlMjBIQUklMjBSZWJhc2VsaW5lJTIwTWF0ZXJpYWxzJTIwYW5kJTIwVXBkYXRlZCUyME5IU04lMjBSZWJhc2VsaW5lJTIwV2Vic2l0ZSE&s=cc-yMLTrBwtBMljFhxMdXvAZJR4aPg9dOCbUwSl7W6U__;!!PRtDf9A!rR5GFQuI1ntxmDVmaXq5JPyBSxkDrCwkxC2iAF6gvUyaYRJ6XSGyGTr-IYVQX69Yiuc4AzCxF8Ao21ff6dVpY_lIORShv34K$


• Visit the NHSN 2022 HAI Rebaseline website: 
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/2022rebaseline/index.html. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/nhsn/2022rebaseline/index.html__;!!PRtDf9A!rR5GFQuI1ntxmDVmaXq5JPyBSxkDrCwkxC2iAF6gvUyaYRJ6XSGyGTr-IYVQX69Yiuc4AzCxF8Ao21ff6dVpY_lIOZmVKH3z$


NHSN – Rebaseline

• “How Will My SIRs Change? Understanding the Impact 
of the 2022 HAI Rebaseline.” 

Tuesday, August 20: 2:00-3:00pm EDT 
Register in advance for this webinar:

https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_1dNyNXQfSB
idrFQethAMBg 

Wednesday, August 21: 2:00-3:00pm EDT (REPLAY) 
Register in advance for this webinar:

https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_6S7RHQb1R
DmmOBZ0IGg2GQ

https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_1dNyNXQfSBidrFQethAMBg
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_1dNyNXQfSBidrFQethAMBg
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_6S7RHQb1RDmmOBZ0IGg2GQ
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_6S7RHQb1RDmmOBZ0IGg2GQ


Donna Russell, MBA, BSN, RN, CIC, CPH, CHEP| Tennessee Department of Health | Communicable 
and Environmental Diseases and Emergency Preparedness 



Middle TN APIC Fall Conference

When: 
Thursday, Sept 19, 2024

Where: 
Tennessee State Library and Archives

Topics: 
TJC IC Standards for Acute Care

Antimicrobial Stewardship for LTC
Biofilm

Environmental Services Priorities
Hot Topics in Public Heath

Registration opens July 18, 2024



Kathy Buechel, BSN, RN, CIC, LTC-CIP| Tennessee Department of Health | Communicable and 
Environmental Diseases and Emergency Preparedness



• Obtain CEUs/IPUs
• Exhibitors showcasing products
• New this year – Welcome Reception (evening of 

11/6/24)

• Special conference rate available for Black Fox Lodge



Priscilla Pineda, MPH | HAI/AR Epidemiologist | August 19, 2024
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• The Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments (CLIA) is 

the federal program that establishes quality laboratory 

standards to protect patient safety and improve healthcare 

for laboratory testing performed on humans.

• CDC, CMS , and FDA partnership supports the CLIA 

program and clinical laboratory quality.

34

(CDC, 2022)



• Enhanced patient safety through accurate and reliable test 

results.

• Increased public trust in laboratory testing provided by 

certified facilities.

• Compliance with federal regulations and improved 

laboratory performance with adhering to quality 

standards. 

35

(iProcess Global Research Inc, 2023)



§

• The laboratory must ensure the test requisition solicits the 
following information:

36

Facility information Patient Identifiers Specimen details Date and time

(Code of Federal Regulations, n.d.)
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• The lab determines specimen 
acceptability criteria based on 
CLIA guidelines.

• For the submitters, the SPHL 
has outlined the criteria for 
each test in our Colonization 
guidance. 

• Specimens submitted to the 
SPHL that do not meet the 
outlined criteria are considered 
invalidated and marked as Test 
Not Performed within the LWP.



Common reasons for rejected specimens and Test Not 

Performed on submitted colonization screens include:

•  Incorrectly labeled specimens 

• The specimen leaking in transit

• Improper specimen was submitted 

• Using incorrect swab or medium

39



Specimen tube MUST be 
clearly labeled with: 

• Patient’s full name

• Date of birth

• Date of specimen 
collection (MM/DD/ YYYY)

• Time of specimen 
collection

• Specimen Source

• Initials of person collecting 
the swab

40

PATIENT NAME :  John Doe

DOB:  01/01/2001

DATE OF SPECIMEN COLLECTION:  

04/01/2024

TIME OF SPECIMEN COLLECTION: 1:00 PM

SPECIMEN SOURCE: Axilla/Groin



• Verify your specimen tube label matches patient 
information on the Lab Requisition form and order 
manifest EXACTLY 
– Spell out patient identifiers completely (i.e., first and last name)

– Make sure DOB is in MM/DD/YYYY format 

– Specimen collection is written out completely 

– Make sure labels are clearly legible

41



• Make sure you are collecting the specimen from the 
appropriate specimen source for the test being performed

• Use the appropriate swab for the test being performed 

– For Candida auris use Eswab

– For MDROs use COPAN dual swab

42Eswab COPAN Dual swab



• CRAB Colonization test 
– Axilla and groin swab

– Rectal swab

– Specimen from wound 

– Sputum

• CRPA and CRE 
Colonization test
– Rectal swab 

• Candida auris Colonization 
test 
– Axilla and groin swab

43



• Make sure the cap on the specimen transport tube is 
tightly screwed and secure to avoid specimen leaking in 
transport

• Ensure the swab is transported in the corresponding 
specimen tube provided

• Place each individual specimen tube within its own 
biohazard bag

44



• Use a writing instrument that bleeds or can get smeared

• Use hard to read  colors for specimen labels 

• Put multiple specimen tubes in a biohazard bag together 

• Leave off  specimen identifiers from labels

• Use abbreviations or initials 
– Patient names 

– Specimen sources 

– DOB (i.e., 2-digit year vs 4-digit year)

• Use tap water or lubricating gel to moisten swabs 
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ARLN General Inbox:

ARLN.Health@tn.gov 

ARLN Lab Contacts:

Zachary.Perry@tn.gov

Galen.E.Montgomery@tn.gov

ARLN Epi Contacts:

Erin.Hitchingham@tn.gov | SE Regional ARLN Epidemiologist

Priscilla.Pineda@tn.gov 
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• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2022, 
November 14). CLIA Law & Regulations. CDC. 
https://www.cdc.gov/clia/law-regulations.html

• Code of Federal Regulations. (n.d.). PART 493—LABORATORY 
REQUIREMENTS. ecfr. https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-
42/chapter-IV/subchapter-G/part-493 

• iProcess Global Research Inc. (2023, April 10). What is a 
CLIA Certification? Why it matters in clinical research. 
IProcess. https://iprocess.net/why-do-labs-need-clia-
certification/#:~:text=Benefits%20of%20CLIA%20Certificati
on%20include 
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Autumn Edwards, Health Educator | August 19, 2024



• September 8-14, 2024

• This week is a time to show appreciation for Tennessee’s 
dedicated EVS staff



Ideas to show appreciation:

➢ Personal gratitude

➢ Wall of appreciation

➢ Unity in celebration

➢ Goody bags 

➢ Provide opportunities 

     for education



• Please share pictures with us of how you recognize your 
team!



• Clorox Healthcare: EVS Training Videos and Education 
Sheets

• Environmental Services Week 2024 - AHE

• EVS Infection Prevention Podcast: Why EVS is the First 
Line of Defense in Infection Prevention

• Project Firstline EVS Cleaning & Disinfecting Job Aids

• Project Firstline Training Materials

https://www.ahe.org/ahe-demand-webinars-clorox-evs-training
https://www.ahe.org/ahe-demand-webinars-clorox-evs-training
https://www.cdc.gov/project-firstline/hcp/training/index.html


• We are here to serve you!

• How can we help?
– Provide education to specific members of your team

– Provide learning opportunities for all of your staff

– Assist with visual resources and quick guides 

– Any way we can!

• Reach out to the Infection Prevention and Education 
Team anytime
– HAI.Health@tn.gov 

mailto:HAI.Health@tn.gov




Presented by

Kate Liepins
Vulnerable Populations Coordinator
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UPPER CUMBERLAND 

HEALTHCARE COALITION
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ABOUTUs
The Upper Cumberland Healthcare (UCH) Coalition exists to 

assist the health care community and other emergency 

response agencies to jointly prepare for, respond to, and 

recover from disaster events. The Coalition supports 

collaborative planning and information sharing among a 

broad range of healthcare partners to protect, promote, 

and improve the health and prosperity of people in the 

Upper Cumberland community and Tennessee.

COMMUNITY
PREPAREDNESS

& RESPONSE
 Planning and exercising all-hazards events

 Increasing surge capacity

 Tracking the availability of beds and resources using 

electronic systems

 Developing communication systems that are 

interoperable with other response partners

 Meeting regulatory requirements
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HEALTH CARE
COALITION (HCC)

MEMBERSHIP
Upper Cumberland HCC includes various Healthcare Facilities and 

Providers, such as:

 Hospitals

 Long Term Care facilities

 Community Health Centers

 Dialysis centers

 Healthcare Providers

 Other tertiary care facilities

Healthcare facilities, local health departments, emergency 

management organizations and EMS are considered the core 

members of HCCs.

Scan the QR code 

to Register for the 

UCH Coalition



RESOURCES 

& 

ASSETS



FREE 
TRAINING 

OPPORTUNITIES
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CERTIFICATE I: 

CYBERSECURITY 

ESSENTIALS

CERTIFICATE II: CYBERSECURITY 

PREPAREDNESS



Date: October 22nd, 2024
Time: 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM (CST)
Location: UCH Coalition, Regional Health Dept.
   1100 England Dr. Cookeville TN 38501

Registration Link: 
https://ndptc.Hawaii.edu/training/delivery/3731/



SOME HIGHLIGHTS 

FOR TRAINING IN 2025

65

▪ EMERGENCY RESPONSE LEVEL III & DOT 

CERTIFICATION

▪ CYBERSECURITY VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT 

WORKSHOP

▪ ACTIVE SHOOTER EXERCISE DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP

▪ HEALTH FACILITIES COMMISSION: FIRE AND BUILDING 

CODES

▪ NDPTC: SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS IN DISASTER 

MANAGEMENT



www.uchcoalition.orgMichael Cooper
Regional Healthcare Coordinator (RHC)

Email: Michael.Cooper@tn.gov 
Phone: 423-718-8682

Kate Liepins
Vulnerable Populations Coordinator 

(VPC)
Email: Kate.Liepins@tn.gov

Phone: 931-212-0979







• Monday, September 16, 2024

– 10am CT / 11am ET

• NHSN Related

– Vicky.Lindsey@tn.gov 

– Ashley.Gambrell@tn.gov

• AU/AR Module

– Christopher.Evans@tn.gov

• Infection Prevention

– HAI.Health@tn.gov
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